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Dedicated to every kid who has ever had trouble with reading comprehensionτ 

It is my hope that this book can help you turn the page on that struggle. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

¡Or get busy frying.  
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To view the Lexile measure of this book, 
please visit www.FunTestPrep.com or 

www.Lexile.com 

 

 

The Lexile Framework
®
 for Reading  

The Lexile Framework
®
 for Reading (www.Lexile.com) is a scientific approach to measuring 

reading ability and the difficulty of reading materials. The Lexile Framework includes a Lexile
®
 

measure and the Lexile scale. A Lexile measure represents both the difficulty of a text, such as a 
book or article, and an individualôs reading ability. Lexile measures are expressed as numeric 
measures followed by an ñLò (e.g., 850L), and are placed on the Lexile scale. The Lexile scale is 
a developmental scale for measuring reader ability and text difficulty, ranging from below 200L for 
beginning readers and beginning-reader materials to above 1700L for advanced readers and 
materials. Knowing the Lexile measures of a reader and text helps to predict how the text 
matches the readerôs abilityðwhether the text may be too easy, too difficult or just right. All Lexile 
products and services rely on the Lexile measure and Lexile scale to match reader with text. 
  
The Lexile Framework provides a common, developmental scale for matching reading ability and 
text difficulty. Lexile measures enable educators, parents and students to select targeted 
materials that can improve reading skills and to monitor reading growth across the curriculum, in 
the library and at home. 
 
Recognized as the most widely adopted reading measure, Lexile measures are used at the 
school level in various capacities in all 50 states and abroad. Each year, more than 28 million 
Lexile measures are reported from state and national assessments, classroom assessments and 
reading programs, representing about half of U.S. students. More than 115,000 books, 80 million 
articles and 60,000 Web sites have Lexile measures, and these numbers continue to grow.
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A  M E S S A G E  T O  PA R E N T S  

Attack of the Chicken Nugget Man isn't a ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ It is highly engaging, 
educational, and driven by standards. Standards are course concepts ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
board of education and/or public instruction agency. They are the skills and concepts taught and 
tested in schools. This book covers third grade concepts from the New York State Learning 
Standards in preparation for the New York State Assessments. 
  Teachers are experts at delivering standards-driven instruction, but standards should 
not just be taught at school. To help you teach standards at home, you'll see tiny subscripts next 
to sentences (e.g., M17) throughout this book. The subscripts correlate to a table of referenced 
standards at the end of the book. If your child is struggling to answer questions encountered in 
the book that relate to a particular standard, tell the teacher the standard number and 
description. /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ going to master standards just by reading this book. The references 
to standards are, as we call it in education, teachable moments. It is up to you to discuss the 
referenced standards with children, ask follow-up questions, and to check for understanding.  
  Written by an experienced educator, this book was designed to exemplify the principles 
of instructional best practices, strategic reading, and subject integration. Most books take on 
ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŀǘŜǊέ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ. Comprehension questions don't create strategic 
readers. Strategic reading creates strategic readers. Comprehension questions are just one 
component of quality reading instruction. The comprehension questions in this book are 
primarily higher-order questions that are often used in high-stakes tests and ask more than 
ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ and creatively. 
  {ƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ 
constant reminders to empathize with characters, check for understanding, and reread when 
necessary. Such reminders are embedded in this story to help kids self-monitor and avoid 
passive reading. The book doesn't use a lecturing tone. It weaves subtle curriculum references 
and sidesplitting humor into an engaging work of fiction that makes learning fun.  

 This book is not a book about kids with perfect behavior. Some characters are silly, a 
few are bullies, and one even has a tendency to stick things up his nose. The narrator explains, 
in a kid-friendly tone, why poor behavioral choices are problematic and prompts readers to 
suggest more responsible replacement behaviors. We encourage you to read it yourself to 
ensure that it is up to your standards.  

 

 

 

 

Please send comments, suggestions, and student success stories to feedback@FunTestPrep.com. 
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A  M E S S A G E  T O  ED U C A T O R S  

We know your plight. You have to prepare your students to pass the New York State 
Assessments using a limited array of resourcesΦ ¢ŜȄǘōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
necessarily win any awards for student engagement or readability. Fiction books are often highly 
engaging, ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ specific state standards. Nonfiction books are full of pictures and tend 
to teach broader standards, but it's hard to find any that teach the specific concepts addressed 
in the New York State Learning Standards. FŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻƴŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ōƻƻƪǎ stuck to the 
ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ όǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƭǳŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
classroom).  

Developed by a former educator and published by an educational nonprofit agency, 
Attack of the Chicken Nugget Man makes test prep fun by teaching to the curriculum, not just 
the test. It was written for students reading at a third grade level to prevent text complexity 
from interrupting the strategic reading process. This high-interest children's book incorporates: 

Á Instructional support traditionally only found in textbooks 
Á Humor, literary style, and engagement of bookstore fiction 
Á Readability and fluency-building text structure of guided reading materials 
Á Built-in higher order Bloom's Taxonomy questions (analysis, synthesis and evaluation) 
Á Vocabulary pictures to assist English Language Learners (ELLs) and struggling readers 
Á Open-ended comprehension questions that promote creativity  
Á Third grade New York Learning Standards for language arts, math, science, and social studies 

One of the best features of Attack of the Chicken Nugget Man is the built-in teacher. Think 
about how often you remind your students to pay attention and interact with the text. Wouldn't 
it be great if books could do this for you? Well, you'll love the fact that, as part of the plot, the 
narrator in Attack of the Chicken Nugget Man uses kid-friendly language to constantly instruct 
students to perform strategic reading steps such as activating prior knowledge, making 
connections and predictions, and rereading.  

You can use Attack of the Chicken Nugget Man as a remediation tool, guided or 
independent reader, read-aloud, or for literature circles. The standards table at the end of the 
book lists the course concepts referenced on each page for you to use as a segue to a more 
detailed lesson on that concept. The references to standards in the text are often subtle and are 
meant to serve as teachable moments, not as substitutes for rigorous instruction.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please send comments, suggestions, and student success stories to feedback@FunTestPrep.com. 



 

 A NE W YORK TE S T PREP AD VE NTURE                                                                                      VIII 
 



 

  ATTAC K OF THE  CHICKE N NUGGE T MAN                                                                                                  IX 
How to Use this Book  



 

 A NE W YORK TE S T PREP AD VE NTURE                                                                                      X 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Beware: What may appear to be a normal, harmless 
chicken nugget ñ  just your standard deep- fr ied 

chicken product ñ  may, in fact, be much, much more.
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BURPING PURPLE PRINCIPALS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Chris Robb®s dream, his principal was a three-

legged, purple lizard who burped up teachers. A horn 

woke Chris up. It scared the crackers out of him. He fell right out of the 

bed, landing face-first in the dog®s water 

dish. His sister must have put it there so 

Chris would step in it. All Chris was 

wearing when he got up were his Happy Hamster boxer 

shorts. Well, that and a dog water mustache. And yes, he had a 

morning wedgie.  

Chris was in a rush. The school bus was about to 

leave. He was in such a hurry that he put 

on his sister's pink socks by accident. As 

he ran to the bus, papers flew out of his 

book bag. His toothbrush was still in his mouth. He 

looked like a crazy kid who forgot to pack his brain.  
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You'll see notes like this while you read. Na^rxll help you understand the story. STOP and read them. 
Don't worry about the tiny letters/numbers next to them (like the E1 at the end of this one). E1  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Make a prediction. That means to make a smart guess about what might happen next. Do you think 
=akbl pbee _bg] hnm a^#l p^Zkbg` abl lblm^kxl lh\dl [^_hk^ a^ `^ml h__ ma^ [nl9 

E7, E15 

 

Check to see if this is correct:  9 divided by 3 = M27: 

 

 

 
 

 

Chris got on the bus. The driver just stared at 

him. It looked like Chris had been dressed by a 

blindfolded baboon.  

Chris felt strange. It felt like he forgot something. 

He just couldn't put his toothpaste-covered finger on it.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Chris looked down to make sure he was wearing pants. It 

wouldn't be the first time he forgot to put on pants. The good news is 

that he had on pants. After all, Chris really didn't feel like showing the 

whole school his Happy Hamster boxer shorts. And trust me, the whole 

school didn't want to see them. The bad news is that he had no idea he 

was wearing his sister®s pink socks. 
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Chris found a seat near the back of the bus. He looked at the 

window. It had an alarm button. He was supposed to press it if he saw 

the Chicken Nugget Man.  
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M9, M20
 

 
 
 

Whenever you see the little place value people at the beginning of each chapter, add up the numbers 
in the signs that they are holding and make sure they equal the chapter number.M9  

 

 
 
 

A flashback is like a memory. It's when the author takes you back in time to something that 
happened earlier. Don't get lost! Just remember that the flashback will end soon! E1, E10  

 

  
RIGHT DOWN THE TOILET ! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Okay, you know Chris was in a rush to get to 

school. You also know he put on his sister's socks by 

accident. But there's something you don't know about 

Chris. He gets blamed for everything. Do you know 

how that feels?E4 Perhaps a flashback will help.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A few weeks ago, the toilet in Chris®s house broke. His dad 

figured out the problem.  

¯Why'd you do this?° Chris®s dad yelled. His face puffed up.    
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Why didn't Chris try to defend himself? In other words, why didn't he try to explain  
maZm bm pZlgxm abl _Znem? E7, E9  

 

M27 Three times four minus five=  

It looked like an exploding beet. Chris's dad had a cell 

phone in his hand. It smelled like old cheese. The kind 

you would find stuck between a grandpa's toes. 

¯Do what?° Chris asked. Chris stared at the wet 

phone.  

    ̄Chris, you flushed your sister®s cell phone down the 

toilet!° Chris's dad yelled.  

Chris's dad was wrong. Chris didn't do it. But he 

also didn't try to defend himself.  

So how did it happen? Who's to blame?E7 Chris®s sister. She got 

mad at some boy who called her. She was mad enough that she threw 

her own phone into the toilet and flushed it. That's what happens when 

people take their anger out on things. She should have just taken a 

deep breath to calm down. Instead, the cell phone took a deep dive into 

the toilet water.  
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Can you remember any more details (information) about Chris's dream from the beginning of the 
story? If not, go back and reread. Good readers reread when they forget details. E1 

 

Check to see if this is correct:  9 divided by 2 = M27: 

Chris still got blamed. He always got blamed. It happened at 

home. It happened at school. It happened on the bus. This morning, it 

happened while he was asleep on the bus.   

Chris couldn't stand the bus. On a good day, it smelled like a 

skunk festival. On a bad day, it smelled like, well³I probably shouldn't 

say because then this book would be rated R̄° and your teacher would 

chase after me with a frying pan. Trust me.  

Anyway, the smell wasn't the worst part. It was the bumpy ride. 

Every day after he got off the bus, Chris had a headache and his bottom 

hurt for at least thirty minutes. How could he make the smelly, bumpy 

bus ride any better? There was only one answer. Chris closed his eyes 

and fell asleep. He went back to his dream about the burping purple 

principal.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think Chris got blamed for on the bus that 

morning?E7 Let®s just say that it was the craziest bus ride in school 
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history! It all started with Preston. Preston was in 

Chris's class. He was about to make Chris's morning 

even worse.  

Yes, this would go down as one of the saddest 

mornings in Chris's life. By the time it was over, the only thing happy 

about Chris was the smiling hamster on his underpants.  
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3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The chapter title tells you that the setting was the bus. Before you read, think about what you 
already know about the bus. This will help you understand the chapter.E1, E4, E6 

 

 
WHAT A CRAZY BUS RIDE! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Preston sat at the back of the bus. He had a little problem. He 

was thirsty. He could have just waited until he got to school to get 

some water. But Preston liked to start trouble. So what 

do you think he did?E7  

Preston stole a kindergartener®s 

yellow Captain Stinkypants Thermos 

and drank from it. Katie, the kindergartener, was busy licking a lollipop 

when Preston grabbed the Thermos right out of her 

hand. Katie cried her eyes out. She cried so loud that 

the girl in the seat behind her cried, too! Soon all the 

kindergarteners on the bus were crying. It was raining 

tears and snot. What a mess! Preston should have known better.   
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  Bones are very 
 important. They protect   

    organs like your heart.   
 Your spine has lots of tiny 
bones so you can be flexible  
  and bend. They probably  
   don't taste very good,   
            though. 

 

There was something Preston didn't know about 

that Thermos. Katie didn't use it for drinks. It did have 

some old, spoiled juice in it, but only because Katie 

never cleaned it. She used the Thermos to hold pencil 

shavings. In fact, it had three weeks worth of pencil shavings inside. 

Just multiply the number of weeks times the number of days in a week 

(3 x 7). That's 21 days worth of pencil shavings.M3 That's enough pencil 

shavings to fill an elephant's underwear.  

Preston poured about 3/4 of a cup of the pencil-flavored juice into 

his mouth. Try to figure out what fraction of the juice he didn't drink. 

You'll find out that he drank most of it! M23  

He made a horrible face. It looked like he was chewing on bones. 

Once his greedy little tongue got a taste of the pencil shaving smoothie, 

he spat it out like a sprinkler. It landed all over some big kid®s head. But 

it wasn't just any big kid. It was Bobby Rough.  

Bobby was the school bully. He was busy yelling at 

a second-grader when Preston spat all over his face. A 

few pencil shavings landed in Bobby's mouth. 
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Try to sequence (put in order) what just happened. Preston stole a Thermos. What happened next? 
Then what happened to Bobby? Draw a chart to show the order of the events. E9, E11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guess what happened next?E7 It was crazy! Katie 

cried even louder. She cried as if someone 

had glued two onions to her eyes. Bobby 

punched the seat in front of him. This made 

the girl sitting there spit out her bubblegum. 

It landed in some boy's ear. Bobby then shook his head 

from side to side like a big wet dog. He wiped his hands 

against his face. Then he started growling.  But it didn't end there. 

 Bobby scratched his tongue with his fingernails. He had to get the 

taste of the pencil shavings out of his mouth. It didn®t work. The 

shavings tasted gross, but his dirty yellow nails tasted worse! You 

won't believe what he did next. He started rubbing his tongue against 

the seat. Yes, Bobby Rough, the school bully, was licking the bus seat. 

Nobody made fun of him, though. They were too scared.  
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It was sad. If people would just try to be nice to 

Bobby, they'd see that he wasn't so bad. He looked all 

big and scary, but he was really as soft as a jelly donut. 

He even slept with a stuffed pony at night.  

It was only when people acted as if he was a bully that he 

actually became a bully. It just goes to show that you shouldn't be so 

quick to judge people.  

 Anyway, Bobby didn®t know that the nasty stuff in his mouth was 

actually pencil shavings. All he knew was that it was gross. It was 

almost as bad as the time his mom made him eat fish waffles.  

 W̄hat was that stuff?° Bobby yelled.  

 Ūmmm, scrambled eggs and toast?° Preston 

said, trying to make up a lie. T̄he bumps in the road 

made me spit up my breakfast.° 

 Īt didn®t taste like scrambled eggs and toast!° Bobby yelled.  

 Katie looked up at Bobby.  

 Īt wasn't scrambled eggs and toast,° she cried. ¯It was pencil 

shavings from my Thermos.°  
















